My War Memories, 1914-1918
Balkan Peninsula he was defending his own home. Neither the Bulgarian people nor the Bulgarian Army were ripe for such a lofty view. They did not even grasp it when German troops were taken from the Macedonian Front in an endeavour to force a decision elsewhere.
Even before the Rumanian storm-cloud broke, the Bulgarian General Staff had decided to take the offensive in the direction of Salonika. This was quite a sound plan from a military point of view. Holding the line of the Struma, with one flank resting on the sea, the Bulgarian left wing would be considerably safer than in its positions along the frontier. The district east of the Struma was occupied on August 27th without serious fighting, as the Greek 4th Army Corps, stationed there, offered no resistance and quietly looked on while the Bulgarian troops marched past. This corps remained in the neighbourhood of Drama and Kavala. The German G.H.Q. immediately ordered our liaison officer to take charge of these troops. They soon placed themselves at our disposal and, with their own consent, were taken to Gorlitz for internment there.
All danger to the rear of the Bulgarian Army had now been removed. Entente troops were on the line of the Struma. The Bulgarians did not advance any further, as their main thrust via Fiorina had meanwhile failed. The Bulgarians had crossed the Greek frontier at this point on the igth of August, with the massif of the Malka Nidze, east of Fiorina, which was held by the Serbs, as their first objective. The lower slopes were carried by surprise, but the main attack was repulsed by a violent Serbian counter-attack. The Bulgarian losses were heavy. Their offensive and their spirit collapsed together. The Tsar of Bulgaria and Radoslavoff, who were in Pless at the beginning of September, were full of laments and demanded German troops. Our Government strongly supported them in this, against our wishes, and also urged an abatement of Bulgaria's debt to Germany, a matter which I did not at that time fully realize, because it did not concern me. *
It would have been contrary to sound conduct of the war to yield to Bulgaria's demand for German reinforcements. From
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